
 

 

The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

West Main & Church Streets, Westborough, Massachusetts    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 
WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
 

Available are nursery care, large print bulletins, and an elevator. 
 

 
 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiJ_b_6guHKAhWI4D4KHZJVBSgQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartbest.com/communion-clip-art-free&psig=AFQjCNF6ZA08NqK10isKUPhYskrGl9Pc_Q&ust=1454775436586234
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

Jan 1, 2017                                                                                10:00 AM 
 

Today we share in the Sacrament of Communion.  The invitation to the table is from Christ and is 

not restricted by us. Therefore, our table is open to all who love the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

SERVICE OF PREPARATION 

 

*The congregation is invited to stand. 
 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive) 

Leader: In this new year, in this sacred place, 

People: in this time of worship, we lift our hearts up to You, O God. 

Leader: We lift up our joys, our gratitude, our fears, and our secret thoughts.  

People: We lift up our hidden selves, our best selves, our “work in progress” selves.  

Leader: Confident in Your love, so clear and strong in Jesus,  

People: we can journey in faith into the New Year. 

All: We can journey to the place of serenity, love and joy! Amen.  

 

*HYMN #67 “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” ST. ANNE 

 (Verses 1, 2, 3 & 4) 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION  Pastor Paul Sangree 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 

Loving God, You provide all that we need, but we often want more. You ask us to live in 

Your way, but we prefer our own way. You invite us to share the love that You gave us with 

one another, but we’d rather keep it just for ourselves. Forgive us, God of New beginnings. 

Set us on a new course filled with non-judgmental acceptance of others and unconditional 

love for each other, the very love that You surround us with always.  Amen.  

 

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

God loves us unconditionally and unequivocally. It is from this unconditional love that God is 

able to accept us, forgive us, and set us free! Thanks be to God, we are being made into a New 

Creation! 
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*THE LORD'S PRAYER (Unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Pastor Paul Sangree 
 

HYMN SING 
 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS  Patty Wyner 

 Invitation:   Friends our offering is a radical act of faith. God’s grace and our generosity will 

open the eyes of the blind, unstop the ears of the deaf, the lame shall leap like a deer, and the 

tongue of the speechless will sing for joy. The world shall obtain joy and gladness, and 

sorrow and sighing shall flee away. Let us magnify the Lord through the giving of our gifts.  
 

 Offertory   
 

*Doxology (Unison)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Emmanuel, here are our swords, turn them into ploughshares. Here are our labors, turn 

them into blessings.  Here are our hearts, turn them into flesh, so that we may ache with an 

aching world and love so widely that none are left out. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS Matthew 25:31-49 (Pew Bible page 807) 

 Rev. 21:1-6 (Pew Bible page 1007) 
 

COMMUNION MEDITATION The Gamble Rev. Gaetani 

 A short story by Kristen Johnson Ingram 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER 
We are pleased to announce that the Communion in our church will be served with gluten free bread. 
We will serve communion by intinction today. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Reader 1: From the warmth of the womb to the cold of the world, 

Reader 2: from the nourishment of umbilical cord to the flowing, loving kindness from Mary’s 

breast, 
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Reader 1: from the longing of our hearts to the bounty of Christ’s Table,  

Reader 2: all are welcome here who seek Christ and to be fed with the Bread of Life. 

Reader 1: All are welcome here who seek Christ and to be strengthen with the Cup of Love. 

Reader 2: Come, be blessed, be filled, see and know and taste Christ. 

Reader 1: He was born for us. Let us prepare ourselves for this mystery of Grace as we read 

together our Affirmation of Faith printed in the back cover of your pew Bible. 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 

INVOCATION 

 

WORDS OF INSTIUTION 

 

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Unison) 

O Holy God, we thank You for the nourishment You have given to us in the person of Jesus 

Christ. To Know Him is an exciting experience. To accept Him is a sacrificial experience. To 

love Him is to love one another. To glimpse into the Bethlehem stable once again is to 

experience Your constant presence in our lives. Thank you for Jesus Christ. Thank you, O 

God, for the opportunity to serve you. Amen.  

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 BLESSING:  May the Peace of Christ be with you. 

 RESPONSE:  GO NOW IN PEACE. 
 

(We are all invited to pass the peace of Christ to each other now.) 
 

*SUNG BENEDICTION Go Ye Now in Peace Joyce Elaine Eilers 

Go ye now in peace, and know that the love of God will guide you. Feel his presence here 

beside you showing you the way. In your time of trouble, when hurt and despair are there to 

grieve you, know that the Lord will never leave you. He will bring you courage. Know that 

the God who sent his Son to die that you might live will never leave you lost and alone in His 

beloved world. Go ye now in peace. Go ye now in peace. 
 

POSTLUDE   
 

Patty Wyner greeted you and serves as liturgist. 

Beth Dapolite and Pam Faustine are Deacons of the day. 
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Communion servers are Nancy Cook, Roy Rogers, Joan Truesdell, James McClung Steve and 

Cathie Achorn. 

 

OPEN DOORS – GROWING FAITH! 

This is our vision statement.  It speaks to our desire to open our doors to all of God’s children, 

and to have all of the love and acceptance that is in this place flow out of our doors for the 

community and beyond.  Our hope is also to grow faith in kids, youth and adults so that we can 

walk together in Jesus’ way, led by the Holy Spirit. Join us! 
 

Join us for refreshments and fellowship downstairs after worship! 

 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR JAN 1, 2017 
 

Bereavement: Passing of Mrs. Barbara Billotta (in-law of Rev. Elaine and Steve Gaetani) 

Continued Prayers: Dee Mumby (Cathie Achorn’s mother); Jane Kruse; Ted Jaworski’s mother Gina and 

his sister Liz; Dick Birch; Helena Engberg 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 

eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 

Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 

prayer renewed, please call the church office.   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PARKING OPTIONS 

Please know that in addition to parking in our lot or on the street, you can park next door in the library 

parking spaces on Parkman St., or behind the Forbes building next to the library.  We’re glad you’re here! 

 

SERMON AND BIBLE STUDY EVERY SUNDAY AT 9AM 

Please join us every Sunday morning at 9AM in the Chapel downstairs for a Bible Study focused on 

the sermon Scripture of the day!  We always have a great conversation!  
 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

Contribution envelopes are available for pick-up downstairs in the Library.   Thank you for your continued 

financial support of the church ministries and missions.   Linda Sharkey 

 

LABYRINTH PRAYER WALK – JAN 12
TH

 

Starting Off on the Right Foot: Walking with God into the New Year 

Please mark your calendars and plan on joining with us on Thursday January 12th @ 7:00pm in the Church 

Vestry for our Annual Labyrinth Prayer Walk. Using the labyrinth, quiet meditative sacred music, scripture 

readings and Spiritual direction questions, we will seek to discover God's intentions and desires for us in 

this New Year.  This is a time of celebration, introspection, quiet meditation, Centering and spiritual 

direction.  Come and let us walk with God into the New Year.     Blessings, Rev. Elaine 

 

 

 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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PRAYER TIME CARDS 

We are encouraging people to speak to a pastor upstairs before the service if you want a prayer lifted up on 

Sunday morning, or you can fill out a blue card (located at a table near the front entrance, outside the 

sanctuary and in the pews) and give it to a Deacon, Thanks! 
 

DISMAS HOUSE 

Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas 

House, a home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at 

millarhutch@aol.com.  We will go again this Thursday, January 5th. Donations of Stop and Shop cards 

are greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals!  Thank you. 

Pastor. Thanks! 
 

GROCERY CARDS  

        2016 Goal:  $10,000               2016    YTD Sales:  $7,987.25 

Welcome Here! Join us in fulfilling our commitment to our Church's operation budget for 2016. We will 

need our faithful supporters as well as many new ones to accomplish this goal. How does it work? We 

purchase grocery gift cards in bulk at a discounted rate. We then sell the cards to you at face value. It's 

easy. Stop by our table after worship on Sundays for more information or contact one of us and we will 

deliver them to you. Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 

774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. 
 

 

COFFEE HOUR 

Would you like to serve by helping out with the coffee hour after church downstairs?  Please look for the 

sign-up downstairs on the coffee hour table.  Email Suzanne Arpante at sbarpante@aol.com. Thanks! 

 

JOIN US FOR PLAYGROUP 

We meet in the nursery downstairs on Wednesday mornings from 9:30-11:00am.  Questions call  

Sandy Horton  508-410-9000  

 

OUR CHURCH HAS A FACEBOOK PAGE   LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! 
 

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER TOO!  
 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor – phsangree@gmail.com 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 

Clayton Heidbreder, Minister of Music/Organist – claytonlh1@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Linda Hartley, Pastoral Associate – lhartley@ants.edu 

Office hours: Mon & Fri 9-1, Tues,Wed,Thurs. 9-2,Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net    Church website www.uccwestboro.org 

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
 

 

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:nquimby11@gmail.com
mailto:sbpetersen4@gmail.com
mailto:sbarpante@aol.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=like+us+on+facebook+logo&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=4m5GXumYiZbFPM&tbnid=yDEnWos56gGPUM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/logo/facebook-11&ei=BiuuUdPfJOPI0QG0sYHgDw&bvm=bv.47244034,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNGW0OGkr-SJZvOMeS-j8siGjEn8Pw&ust=1370455149658018
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://pixgood.com/twitter-logo-icon-png.html&ei=qRVmVMTAJNKbyATi24CgCA&bvm=bv.79142246,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNGrj1ov5IVv4oZIVZ7kRy6Sf8rOQQ&ust=1416062723939889
mailto:revelaineg@aol.com
mailto:wendysreardon@yahoo.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjwvfCqhJTPAhVIGD4KHV7DAYYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.wpclipart.com/signs_symbol/handicap/&bvm=bv.133053837,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNG69Sn5bMgp_MEiNN32BqeU_nzd-A&ust=1474120324852005
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        CALENDAR FOR  JAN 1
ST

 – JAN 8
TH

  
 

 

Jan 1 Communion Sunday – New Year’s Day 

10:00 AM Worship & Church School 

11:30 AM Deacons/Kerygma Room 
 

Jan 2 Monday  

7:00 PM Men’s Group/Chapel 

7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 

Jan 3  Tuesday  

9:45 AM  Whitney Place Service 

10:30 AM  Beaumont Service 

11:15 AM  Willow’s Communion 
 

Jan 4 Wednesday 

9:30 AM Playgroup/Nursery 

3:30 PM Journey Home Singers/Choir Room 

7:00 PM Choir rehearsal 

7:30 PM JoySpring rehearsal 
 

Jan 5  Thursday 

10:00 AM  Staff Meeting/Kerygma Room 

11:00 AM  PCC/Fannie Forbes Room 

6:00 PM  1
st
 Year Confirmation/Kerygma Room 

6:30 PM  BSA/Vestry 
 

Jan 6  Friday 
2:15 PM GSA/Kerygma Room 

5:00 PM GSA/Vestry & kitchen 
 

Jan 7 Saturday  

10AM-2PM BSA Pinewood Derby Workshop/Vestry 
 

Jan 8 Sunday (Youth leading service) 

9:00 AM Bible Study/Chapel 

10:00 AM Worship & Church School 

11:30 AM TPC/Room 6 

4:30 PM BSA TLC/Kerygma Room 

5:30 PM GSA/Vestry 

   

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi80NvtrJzRAhVD7yYKHdT4BmEQjRwIBw&url=http://quotesideas.com/cartoon-happy-new-year-wishes/&psig=AFQjCNGM5ABdBYbhF4qWmyuoYi3C04BY5g&ust=1483202136463800
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